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Q&A - Computing Textbooks Panel 

Who are the members of the Computing Textbook Panel? 

There are five independent experts which form the Computing Textbook Panel: 

▪ Tim Oates CBE, Group Director of Assessment Research and Development, 
Cambridge Assessment (Assessment Expert and Panel Chair) 

▪ Dr Sue Sentance (Chief Learning Officer, Raspberry Pi Foundation (National 
Centre for Computing Education representative) 

▪ A senior university lecturer in Computer Science and Turing Fellow 
(Computing Expert) 

▪ A Nursery-Year 6 Digital Learning Leader and EYFS Assistant Headteacher 
(Primary Expert) 

▪ A secondary Head of Computer Science (Secondary Expert). 

How have the criteria been developed? 

The Panellists jointly developed the criteria, based on their knowledge, 
experience and personal use of educational textbooks, and computing 
education products.  The criteria draw out those textbooks features which, in 
their view, provided the most beneficial form of support for pupils and their 
teachers.   

How will the Panel assess the textbooks against the criteria? 

The Panel will meet to assess each submitted product against the criteria.   

For the purposes of preliminary assessment, submitted products will be subject 
to an initial review to determine their eligibility for full assessment by the Panel.  
The Panel will use a subset of the published criteria for the initial review.  Those 
products which the Panel deem not to have met the initial standards, will not be 
assessed further. 
 
For those products the Panel deems to have met the initial standards, the Panel 
will then assess the textbook, and other components included in the same 
submission, against the full criteria. To achieve a ‘Pass’, the Panel must agree 
that all requirements of all the criteria have been met. 

When will the Panel convene to assess submitted textbooks? 

The Panel will convene in Autumn 2022 (no earlier than Sept 2022).  The exact 
month, and submission window, will be communicated nearer the time.   

How will textbooks be submitted? 

Submission guidance will be made available nearer the time. 
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How will decisions be communicated to the submitting organisation? 

Outcomes of the Panel’s assessment will be communicated in a letter format, 
with explanatory information about how the decision was made, and sent by 
email to the submitting organisation.  

How will successful products be made public? 

DfE will work with the NCCE and/or other key computing stakeholders in raising 
awareness of successful products with schools and teachers. 

How may submitting organisations of successful products reference the 
outcome of the Panel in their marketing?  

Publishers will be asked to abide by use of the following statement: 

“[Insert exact name of product] was assessed by the independent 
Computing Textbook Panel in [state month/year] as meeting the criteria 
deemed indicative of a high-quality computing textbook.  The Computing 
Textbook Panel was formed at the request of the  Department for Education 
(England) to support teachers of computing in identifying and accessing high 
quality computing textbooks.  Information about the Computing Textbook 
Panel is available here [insert link to relevant page on the Teach 
Computing website].” 

Can I appeal against the decision if my textbook does not pass? 

Yes.  An appeals process will be published nearer the time. 

Will there be future rounds? 

This will be considered, depending on the outcomes of the first round. 

Is the DfE making any funding available to schools to help them purchase 
computing textbooks? 

There are no plans to make funding available to schools for computing 
textbooks. 


